Atal Bhujal Yojana- ‘Taking a lead in Crop Diversification in Haryana’

Water conservation is a critical concern in agriculture, as it plays a significant
role in ensuring food security and sustainable farming practices. In Haryana, Atal Bhujal
Yojana is being implemented in 1656 over-exploited Gram Panchayats. The major concern of
this depleting groundwater is paddy which is one of the high water guzzling crops. However,
Atal Bhujal Yojana has proved to be a game changer in Haryana. |IEC awareness activities
along with capacity building of community has tried to mould the behaviour of farmers from
flood irrigation to alternate crops, specifically vegetables like cauliflower, bitter gourd and
bottle gourd. This has not even reduced the water consumption but also tried to meet the
financial gains. Moreover, the subsidy benefit provided under Micro Irrigation systems has
also attracted the farmers to grow the vegetables with drip system, thus reducing the water
consumption to higher ends. It is worth noticing that Rice crop requires around 60-70 lakh
litres of water per acre per crop cycle, however, vegetables grown with micro system
consumes only 7.5 lakhs of water, thus reducing water usage upto 90%. It also enhances the
yield upto 25-30%, depending upon the crop.

One such aware farmer is Shri Pankaj Singh s/o Gram Panchayat Subhri, Block
Karnal who was inspired by Atal Bhujal Yojana and took a commendable step by cultivating
vegetables on 8 acres. Shri Pankaj Singh said that he used to cultivate paddy crops
traditionally in 8 acres of land but then he interacted with the team of Atal Bhujal Yojana in
FY 2021-22, who visited their gram panchayat and gave detailed information about various
demand and supply side interventions that can be undertaken through Atal Bhujal Yojana.
With the help of the Atal Bhujal Yojana team, he applied for drip irrigation system in 8 acres.
Thereafter, he started cultivated vegetables with drip system and started earning from
alternate crop. He added that ‘if every farmer cultivates alternate crops with different
techniques, then they can earn more profit’. Influenced by Shri Pankaj, the farmers of the
surrounding villages under Atal Bhujal Yojana started visiting their fields and applied for
Micro Irrigation systems for vegetable cultivation.
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